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About this newsletter 
The main purpose of this newsletter is to facilitate communication in the 
African Waterbird Census (AfWC) network. To contribute please send 
news, short articles including photos and any information to Oliver 
Nasirwa (oliver.nasirwa@birdlife.or.ke). 
 
Submission of 2007 to 2010 waterbird Count datasets and reports 
Dear National Waterbird Count Coordinators and volunteers, 
Trust that this newsletter finds you well and hope that waterbird counts 
in your country continue to grow. I take this opportunity to appeal to you 
once again to send any data and reports for the period 2007 to 2010. 
While most data for 2007 have been received, emphasis is on data for 
2008 onwards. See table below for the data that has so far been 
received. 
 

Number of countries that have submitted data in respective years 
Year Number of Countries 
2007 21 
2008 7 
2009 13 
2010 3 

 
The table presents the number of countries that have submitted their 
datasets and reports by year. We know that many more countries have 
done the counts and are yet to submit their datasets. Please send any 
pending data to oliver.nasirwa@birdlife.or.ke or get in touch if you need 
any assistance on how to submit the data. I take this opportunity to 
thank you all and especially National Coordinators who have submitted 
their entire datasets. 
 
This Newsletter covers outcomes that have resulted from the UNEP-
GEF African-Eurasian Flyways Project also known as the Wings Over 
Wetlands Project (WOW). The newsletter highlights the signing of a 

Memorandum of Cooperation between the lead project partners to 
strengthen the conservation of waterbirds and wetlands, the launch of 
the Flyway Training Kit which is a capacity building resource that 
provides a flyway approach to conservation of migratory waterbirds and 
their habitats and the Critical Site Network tool that provides an access 
to information on waterbird species and their sites covered by the 
African-Eurasian Waterbird Agreement (AEWA). There is an update on 
the development of the web-based database, and reports on training 
and surveys in northern Sudan and Mauritania, among other articles. 
 
Enjoy reading, thank you 
 
Oliver Nasirwa, African Waterbird Census Coordinator 
 
New memorandum for conservation of migratory waterbirds and 
their habitats signed. 
A new Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) between  Wetlands 
International, BirdLife International, AEWA and Ramsar Convention 
aimed at redoubling efforts to 
conserve migratory waterbirds 
was signed at The Hague on 14th 
June 2010 during the 15th 
Anniversary Symposium of 
AEWA. This historic MoC is an 
outcome of the five-year WOW 
project that ends successfully in 
December 2010. The MoC aims 
to consolidate and progress a programmatic partnership for flyway-scale 
conservation of migratory waterbirds and the wise-use of wetlands by: 
 
1. Improving access to good flyway-scale information based on sound science; 
2. Strengthening capacity in understanding and applying flyway conservation concepts; 
3. Promoting effective communication and creating awareness; 
4. Stimulating and maintaining effective management of flyway networks of sites for 

migratory species; 
5. Promoting conservation and flyway-scale approaches across the critical network of 

sites used by migratory waterbirds. 
 
The MoC focuses on promoting: the use of the Critical Site Network tool; 
rolling-out of the Flyway Training Kit; and regional training-of-trainers. 
http://www.wetlands.org/NewsandEvents/NewsPressreleases/tabid/60/articleType/ArticleV
iew/articleId/2282/Default.aspx 
 
The Flyway Training Kit launched 
The ways and means of conserving migratory waterbirds at the flyway-
scale have been largely unknown and no specific material especially for 
training purposes existed. This is no longer the case as a Flyway 
Training Kit has been developed and was launched in a side event of 
the 14th meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and 
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